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Famosa moles perstat et aureis 
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Humana quidquidcomposuit manms 
Humana rursus di&jiciet. 

XUsimiri Lyricorum, Lib. 4. 



In ingenuous minds, so strong is the impression 
produced by the- recollection of departed worth and 
excellence, that, by an easy association of ideas, they 
respect and venerate the very places where these 
memorable characters were born, where they lived, 
or where they gave particular proofs of talent or 
heroic virtue. No one can read the beginning of 
the third book de Oratore, without experiencing the 
tender enthusiasm which prompted Cicero to go and 
gaze at the spot where stood the immortal patriot 
and orator, Lucius Crassus, when he delivered his 
last and energetic oration — “ Post Crassi interitum 
veniebamus in Curiam, ut vestigium illud ipsum, in 
quo ille postremum institisset, contueremur. O fal- 
lacem hominum spem fragilemque fortunam ! ! !” I 
trust, therefore, that in a Christian country it will 
not be considered less laudable and innocent, if I 
invite the reader to shed the tear of sympathy over 
departed greatness, and to walk over the mouldering 
ruins of those venerable edifices, once the seats of 
literature and religious virtue, the repositories of art, 
the monuments of the piety and skill of otir Catholic 
forefathers, the sanctuaries of hospitality, and the 

B 
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pride and ornament of this beautiful county. I trust 
that my researches will be useful ; and if they shall 
excite others to euterinto my labors, and to perfect 
these Historical Collections, I shall think myself 
abundantly rewarded. 

To the registers of the see of Exeter I am greatly 
Indebted for the materials of this wdrk. Those offi- 
cial records are of indisputable authority; and no one 
should undertake to write the ecclesiastical, or even 
the civil history of Devonshire or Cornwall, without 
having studied them thoroughly. To John Jones, 
Esq. of Franklyn, I am proud to acknowledge my 
obligations for his valuable assistance ; and the Right 
Honorable Lord Clifford is entitled to my warmest 
thanks, for his constant encouragement, and for the 
unreserved use of the library at Ugbrooke. 

I shall proceed to throw together some few parti- 
culars respecting the authority of the Bishop of 
Exeter, over the Religious within his diocese, and 
respecting the state of monastic learning, and the 
manner of electing the Abbots and Superiors. Of 
the architecture of the religious houses I forbear to 
say any thing, as the remains are so trifrmg. It is 
singular, that not one of the numerous conventual 
churches” in Devon is now standing. 

In the first place, the permission of the Diocesan 
was necessary, previous to the foundation of any 
monastic establishment. This is clear, from fol. 
96 — 97 of Bishop Bronescombe’s Register* con- 
cerning Buckland Abbey. The regular Clergy, ge- 
nerally speaking, (Friars Minors not even excepted) 
depended on the Diocesan for faculties to absolve 
penitents. The Bishops had also the power of vi- 
siting the religious houses, and they appear to hare 
considered this as a duty of primary importance; in 
fact, the attention which they paid to- this point, 
contributed, above all others, to support regular 
discipline, and to prevent licentiousness. And from 
a careful inspection of the registers, I think mySelf 
justified in asserting, that the abbey of Ford, and 

• These registers begin with the death of Bishop Blondy, December 26, 
1257. Bishop Bytton’s, from the year 1292 to 1306, is unfortunately lost ; 
but the acts of the other Bishops, until the change of religion, are for the 
most part in the highest state of preservation. 
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especially the abbey of Tavistock, which attempted 
to throw obstacles in the way of episcopal visi- 
tations, were, both in a spiritual and a temporal point 
of view, the worst regulated communities in the 
diocese of Exeter. It appears also, from the regis- 
tered acts of the Bishops, that corrodies could not 
be granted without the episcopal licence, and that, 
in several instances, the revenues were sequestered 
during long vacancies, or in consequence of the 
improvident administration of the acting Superiors : 
indeed, if the Diocesans had not occasionally inter- 
fered, to preserve the property of certain monasteries, 
the whole must have been squandered away by the 
prodigality or the carelessness of the persons who 
were charged with its administration. Some of the 
Abbots had private seals, and an Abbot of Tavir 
stock* is charged with the most crying injustice, in 
signing away the property of the community. 

lm the registers above mentioned are several epis- 
copal mandates, directed to different monasteries. 
In these, the Bishop points out the irregularities 
which had been discovered during the course of 
the visitation. They chiefly relate to breaches of 
regular discipline, or of the vows of poverty and 
obedience. Perpetual silence is strongly enforced 
in the dormitory, where a lamp was to be kept burn* 
ing the whole of the night, as enjoined in the 22d 
chapter of the rule of St Benedict. In the cloisters, 
rigid silence was to be observed at certain hours, 
“ certis horis,” but not perpetually, as some writers 
have contended. 1 am happy to find, that the 
grosser immoralities (I mean against the virtue of 
chastity) were very far from being common ; and if 
it be a proof of innocence, as even Bishop Burnet 
acknowledges, when the Monks received pensions 
at the dissolution of the religious houses, we may 
fairly conclude, that our Devonshire communities 
must have been eminently virtuous ; since the 

• Vide fol. 160, vol. 1. Reg. Grand issoni A. D. 1348. 

N . B. Generally speaking, tie common seal and all the public muni- 
ments and records of the monasteries, were kept under three different locks 
and keys. This seal could not be validly used without the consent of the 
majority and more respectable part of the community, " majore saniote 
parte conyenttis.” 

B 2 
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Crown granted an annuity to almost every Individual 
member. 

' As far as I can collect, the average fee payable to 
the Bishop, at the visitation*, was 20s. 

Of the state of learning iti our Devonshire monos* 
tetfe$, I regret to have found so few materials to 
enable me to fohn a satisfactory opinion. If Ice- 
land's Collectanea (where some account is given of 
the books that he found in the conventual libraries) 
were made the criterion, we should be inclined to 
think unfavourably of their application to literature. 
But the impartial observer would not be precipitate 
in deciding : he would recollect that Lelarid's plan 
was vastly too extensive, even for his industry and 
extraordinary ability — that it is but a rapid sketch* 
of what he saw and heard. Again, that Leland was 
ho friend to the monasteries, and that he had an 
interest in their suppression. Besides, it is reason- 
able to suppose, that the religious themselves, seeing 
the storm ready to burst on them, and conscious that 
their houses were devoted to pillage and destruction , 
would secrete or remove their most valuable manu- 
scripts and records. Again, we must take into our 
consideration the -spirit of havoc and fanaticism that 
stalked abroad at the period of the Dissolution .f 
We may also form some estimate of What literary 
treasures may have existed in Our Devonshire monas- 
teries, by what we know did actually exist in some 
'Other religions houses in other parts of England. In 
Peterborough Monastery the books amounted to two 
thousand ; in Glastonbury Abbey the manuscripts 
were almost innumerable. I must not omit stating, 
that Ford Abbey, in this county r was in high rCpute 
for learning; that TavistockJ could boast of its 



• Compare his jejune account of the MSS in the library of St. Paul’* 
Church, London, with the catalogue given by Dugdale. 

f The Reformation gave a sudden check to the progress of literature. 
Wood, in page 206, lib. 1. Hist, et Antiqu. Universitatis Oxoniensis, de- 
scribes the state of that University, in_ the year 1546, as truly deplorable. 
He says, that formerly there were three hundred halls, or more, in Oxford, 
but were then seduced to eight ; and hajedds, “ Sane quidem literatorum 
studia tom penhtu restinxit Cvnobiorum eversio, ut juvenes arias comes 
ingenues per tend as iri suspieati, ad munera civilia, vel etiam mechaniea 
sese ©onverterint.” 

J A printing press was erected in this abbey at a very early -period. 
Ames, in p. 430—468 of his History of Printing, mentions Walton* 



Digitized by LjOOQle 





PREFACE. 



V 



Saxon school; and that 1 find no complaint of a 
deficiency of books in the account of the episcopal 
visitations, except in one instance — viz. Hartland 
Abbey.* Now the silence of such a sagacious and 
very learned Prelate, as Bishop Stapeldon undoubt- 
edly was, may be construed into an argument in 
layer of the other provincial monasteries : in fact, it 
was a considerable employment of the Monks to 
transcribe manuscripts; and it was very usual for 
the Clergy and others to bequeath their collections to 
the conventual libraries. In the course of this work 
the reader will indan Archdeacon of E*ete>r>. A. IX 
1 366, granting. his library to the Franciscan convent 
in Exeter, and a Clergyman leaving 136 books to 
the library of Gitery College, A. D. 1445. 

With respect to the mode of electing the Superiors 
of religious houses, it appears, from the registers, to 
have been conducted with great regularity and so- 
lemnity. The canont law had determined that no 
vacancy should continue beyond the space of three 
months. As soon then, as the body of the deceased 
Superior was consigned to ecclesiastical burial, 
the convent made Application to tbepationj of their 
house, i. e. to the founder, or the representative of 
the founder’s family, for permission to proceed to 
the election Of a successor. When this permission 
was obtained, the Mass 4e Spirits §ancto was cele- 
brated at the high alter, on the day appointed for the 
election, and afterwards the signal was given for 
repairing to the chapter.-bouse. Here a short in- 
struction was delivered, suitable to the occasion, by 
one of the community, And the names of the mem- 
bers who had voices at :the election were called over 

translation of Boetius de Consolatione, enprenled in the Exempt Monastery 
of Tavy stoke in PeAshere*, by me Dan Thomas Rycbard \ Monke of the said 
Monastery, 152V’ 4td, and ** The Coafirmationof the Tyaiterte , > Charter, 
$0, Hen, S*”in r 16 }eaves,4to. *■ - , 

* Vide Bp. Stapeldon’s Reg.fol. 147 ad an 1319. 

f “ Coriditores Canpnum ptovid& deliberation^ statrtterunt quod ultra ties 
menses Vacaretibnjdebeant.^ — Registt. passim. . A. All public tyeMess 

was transacted#* the : chapter-house, hpd even before dinner , unless 'jofw- 
tb^ng urgent required the contrary. — Vide fol. 423, vol. 3. Lacy's Reg.* 

*'+ ^tatronsof abbess’ shall have the cusfod^'of them during a 'vacancy.” 
See MagnaChnrta/^.'Hmr.e^ — N t~ B; - ff the vacancy r ece d e d th e period 
fired by the canons, tb*/ collation devolved on the Bishop, “per laysiun 
temporis."' 

B 3 
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by the President of the Chapter. The hymn Veni 
Creator was then intoned, after which, the President 
charged, in the name of God, every person that was 
excommunicated, suspended and interdicted ; every 
one, in fine, that was not concerned in the election, 
(o depart forthwith, that the community might pro- 
ceed with perfect freedom. The patron’s letter of 
permission was then read, and the Constitution Qua- 
propter. Each one then declared his choice ; and 
when the majority of votes was. collected, Te 
Deum was solemnly cbaunted, and the elect was 
conducted to the high altar, where his election was 
proclaimed to the assembled multitude. The consent 
of the elect was then demanded ; and as soon as it 
was obtained, an official account of the proceedings 
was drawn op by an apostolic notary, who was 
always an assistant on these occasions, and by him 
was forwarded to the Bishop. Soon after, the elect 
repaired to the Bishop for confirmation in his new 
dignity, which of course was granted, (if nothing 
uncanonical had transpired in the election) on his 
taking the oath of obedience to the See, and affixing 
his signature to this formulary, which was generally 
deposited on the high altar: 

I think I cannot conclude this Preface better, than 
by transcribing the opinion of Thomas Hearne, A. M. 
on monastic institutions, premising that this profound 
scholar and very staunch antiquary was a steady 
and sincere friend to the Church of England.”* “ I 
cannot but publicly declare, that I think it would 
have been more happy for the Church of England, 
as well as for the nation at large, if Henry VIII. had 
only reformed, and not destroyed, the abbeys and 
other religious houses. Monastic establishments are 
very ancient ; and it had been very laudable had" he 
reduced the manner of worship to the primitive form. 
But then this would not have satisfied the ends of 
himself and his covetous and ambitious agents. 
They all aimed at the revenues and riches of the 
religious houses. For which reason, no arts nor 
contrivances were to be passed by, that might be of 



• See bis PreUminary Observations to Browne Willis’s History of Mitred 
Abbeys. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



PREFACE. 



vii 



use in obtaining those ends. The most abominable 
crimes were charged upon the religious, and the 
charge was to be managed with the utmost industry, 
boldness, and dexterity. This was a powerful argu- 
ment to draw an odium upon them, and to make 
them disrespected and ridiculed by the generality of 
mankind. And yet, after all, the proofs were so 
insufficient* that, from what I have been able to 
gather, I have not found, any direct one against 
even a single monastery. The sins of one or two 
particular persons do not make a Sodom ; neither 
are violent or forced confessions to be esteemed as 
the true result of any one’s thoughts. When, there- 
fore, even these artifices would not do, the last ex- 
pedient was put in execution, and that was ejection 
by force.” So far Mr. Hearne, to whose observa- 
tions I may add the following extract "from Mr. 
Burke’s Reflections on the French Revolution, p. 
207, 6th edit. 

“ It is not with much credulity I listen to any, 
when they' speak ill of those whom they are going 
to plunder. I rather suspect that vices are feigned 
or exaggerated, when profit is looked for in the 
punishment. An enemy is a bad witness — a robber 
is a worse.” 



/ 
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St. NICHOLAS’ PRIORY, 



EXETER . 



J. HE Priory of St. Nicholas can boast of high 
antiquity. It is clearly the foundation of William 
the Conqueror, and, with the small church of St. 
Olave,* was made dependent on Battle Abbey, t in 
Sussex. 

Gunterus, a Monk of Battle, was first deputed to 
take charge of this infant establishment. After a 
shbrt residence, he w r as appointed Abbot ofThorney, 
in Cambridgeshire. , Cono, who was named his suc- 
cessor, is recorded to have interested himself, most 
warmly and most effectually, to promote the" welfare 
of this religious foundation. Under the patronage 
of the founder’s son, William Rufus, he succeeded in 
building a new church and monastery, which he 
dedicated to St. Nicholas;} he procured a colony of 
Monks from Battle Abbey, and obtained of the 
parent house a renunciation of all claim to the 
church of St. Olave and its appurtenances, and to 

• This Saiot, was King of Norway, and was martyred by bis iyfldel sub- 
jects A. D. 1028. See his acts (a) in the Appendix. 

f See vol. 1. Dugd. Monastic, p. 315 ; also Domesday, Devenscire, Art. 
Labatailge. 

t This Saint was the Archbishop of Myra, the capital of the province of 
Lycia, in Asia Minor. He died in 342. His memory has been held in par- 
ticular veneration by the western churches, since the year 108T, when his re- 
lics were brought from Lycia to Bari, a seaport in the kingdom of Naples. 
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certain lands in Collumpton, with the five prebends 
of Uppetona, Colebroche, Hineland, Waevre, and 
Esse, on condition that the Pribry of St. Nicholas 
should pay an acknowledgment of sixty shillings per 
annum. # • . 

From a letter addressed by the Primate, St.. 
Anselm, to Osbern, the Bishop of Exeter, A. D. 
1103, it appears that tfrese new religious were not a 
little molested by some of the secular Clergy of 
Exeter, and that even the Bishop had forbidden 
them to ring their bells agreeably to the custom of 
the Benedictine Order. St. Anselm mildly rebukes 
the indiscretion of both, inculcates the obligation of 
charity, and feelingly recommends the religious to 
the confidence and protection of th$ venerable 
Bishop.f 

King Henry I. befriended this royal foundation. 
His donation of the land of Relisdon, then valued at 
twenty-five shillings per annum, is given in the 
Monasticon. But King John honoured this priory 
with such particular marks of favor and distinction, as 
to deserve the name of a second founder. He gave it 
the estate of Bradeham, then worth fifty shillings per 
annum ; he granted them a moiety of the profits of 
Lammas Fair, in Exeter, and I believe the whole 
profits of St. Nicholas’ Fair. In the fifth year of 
his reign, when (he effects of famine were severely 
felt in Exeter, he addressed a brief to the Sheriff 
of Devon, “ that by the oversight of the Priour of 
SI. Nicholas , of Exceter, dc 1 1 II Liege men of the 
same Town be fed CCC poore people from the lid 
of Maie till the dale of the Assumption of our Ladie, 
so that everie one of them have dailie one lofe (foure 
loaves shall be worth a penny) and so much potage 
made of the meale and herbes, while herbes may be 
founde ; and when the cannot be gotteu, of beanes 
or of peason, wherebie they may be susteined that 
they pprishe not. And it shall be allowed you at 
our Exchequer.” 



• I am credibly informed that this acknowledgment partly continued to 
be paid to the Crown, from the time of the dissolution of the priory, until 
the year 1780, when the late Sir Robert Palk procured its redemption in 
favor of Nathaniel Cosseratt, Esq. 
t (A) Appendix. 
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In fol. 91 — 2. of Bishop Bronescombe’s Register, 
three records are extracted from the ancient book 
called “ The Leger Prioratds Sci Nicholai Exon” — 
a book that seems to have perished in*1731 (Oct. 23,) 
at the fire in the Cotton Library.* The first is an 
amicable composition between the Dean and Chapter 
of St. Peter's, Exeter, and the Prior and Monks of 
St. Nicholas, respecting certain tithes issuing from 
two mills, and the fishery of the river Exe, near St. 
Clement's Chapel, de Piscarii super aqoa.que dicitur 
Exe prope Capellam Si Clemen tis.t The Chapter 
resigns all dann and pretension to the said tithes, 
on condition that the Prior and Convent pay them 
forty-pence sterling, vix twenty-pence at Michael- 
mas, and twenty-pence at Easter. This composition 
was made Whilst Simon de ApuliA was Bishop, con- 
sequently between 1214 and 1224. The second 
refers to a taxation, soon after, by Richard Blondy, 
Chancellor to Bishop Brewer, for the better sup- 
port of the Vicar of Cadbury. The Prior, of St. 
Nicholas is directed to allow the Vicar certain 
houses on the north-side of the church, four acres 
of land, and a part of the tithes. The third is an 
agreement between the Prior and Julian, Rector of 
Thorverton, respecting the tithes of the mill of- Cad- 
bury. The Prior agrees to pay him six-pence ‘in lieu 
of tithes. # 

Bishop Brewer, who succeeded Simon de Apulia 
in the See of Exeter, was a benefactor to this esta- 
blishment. We are informed by Bishop Grandisson, 
fol. 12. vol. 2. of his .Register, that he appropriated 
to it the parish church of Pougbill, in this county, 
for the purpose of furnishing the conventual church 
withjights, during the celebration of divine service. 

The Abbots of Battle invariably presented the 
Priors of St. Nicholas, who were generally religious 
of that great monastery. Before we offer to the 
reader the succession of the Priors that we have 
been able to recover, we think it necessary to expose 
JSa 

* These three records are transcribed bj Wm. Jerrayns, the Registrar 
temp. Reginse Elisab. 

f The site of this chape) is still called “ St. Clement’s Meadow,” and the 
rood leading to it, “ Chapel Lane.” 



Digitized by 



Google 




4 



and refute the current and received opinion, that 
Alexander Necham wee one of the^e Priors. The 
fact is, that he was not even a member of the 
Benedictine Order, — he was even refused admission 
amongst the Benedictines, at St. Albaps ; and in 
consequence of this unreasonable rejection, he entered 
the Augustine Order. In 1213* bis singular merits 
raised him to the dignity of Abbot or Cirencester, 
in Gloucestershire* After having governed this 
Abbey, with credit to himself, and to the satisfaction 
of the community, for the space of three years, he 
retired to Worcester, and was buried either in the 
cloisters or in the presbytery of that cathedral. — See 
Leland’s Collectanea, vol. 4, p. 158 — Leland’s Iti- 
nerary, p. 116. vol. 8 — Browne Willis’ History of 
Mitred Abbeys, Art. Cirencester — the learned Dr. 
Milner’s History, of Winchester, vol. l,p» 217. 

("PRIORS OF ST. NICHOLAS.^ 

A. D. 

The 1st that I meet with after Gunierus 
and Cono 9 who have been already noticed, is 
Peter 9 ad ann. * 1212 

See the Custumale of OttertoU Priory, penes 
Rev. Duke Yonge, Rectorem de Corn wood 

2. Robert de Cumbwell, who resigned in 1258 

3. Robert de Rye succeeded 29th June, 1258 

4. Roger , who was elected Abbot of the mi- 

tred monastery of Battle, in the summer of the 
year 1318 

5. William de Burn succeeded Roger, Aug. 

28, 1318, and resigned soon after. 

6. Robert , alias Laurentim de Suing was 

appointed William’s successor, on the 14th of i.1319 
January, > 1320 

N. B. Whilst he was Prior, A. D. 1321, the 
belfry of his conventual church fell suddenly 
to the ground. John D.rokensford, Bishop of 
Bath and Wells, granted an indulgence of 
twenty days to all who should contribute to 
its re-building. 

7. Johnde Gordon , who resigned in 1334 

N. B. This Prior appears, from Bishop Gran- 

disson’s Register, to have been a man of busi- 
ness, and a most respectable character. 
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8. John de Brechon succeeded on the 9th of 4. D. 

the following September. He died Prior in the 
early part of 1349 

9. John de Wye was admitted Prior on the 
26th March that year, and died about two 
months after. 

10. Thomas Suyng succeeded June 6, and 

resigned early in 1353. 1349 

This Prior most shamefully neglected the 
duty 6f residence, which drew from the jealous 
and vigilant Bishop Grdndifcson the spirited 
remonstrance recorded in his Register. In 
consequence, the Prior deemed it most prudent 
to tender his resignation to the Bishop, about 
Easter, 1353, and which was readily accepted. 

11. Matthew Exeter was adtaitted bis 
successor, on the 17th of April. On this occa- 1353 
sion Bishop Grandisson adrdonished him, in 
virtue of obedience, and under the penalty of 

the greater excommunication, not to abandon 
the priory, or lay down his office, without the 
Episcopal license previously asked and ob- 
tained. He resigned late in the year - 1359 

12- Gilbert de hyndseye succeeded Dec. 3d, 
that year. At his institution,' Bishop Gran- 
disson forbade him to grant any norrodifes or 
perpetuities without his license, and the con- . 
sent of the Abbot of Battle. 

This Prior lived to a great age. On the 
16th July, 1388, Bishop Brantyngbam, in con- 
sideration of his 1 years andfinfiritHties, “ adversa 
valetudine detentus & senio eorafectus,” ap- 
pointed William Cantelbyry, a Monk of St. 
Nicholas, to act as coadjutor r to Prior Gilbert. 
Before the Monk entered upon his office, the 
Bishop Charged him to make out an: inventory 
of the property of the copvctat, and, according 
to established custom in these cases, to lay a 
faithful statement of his accompts every year 
before the community. 

On the 29th October, 1389, the above-men- 
tioned Bishop ordered the sentence of excom- 
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A. D . 



munication to be pronounced in the cathedral, 
and in all parochial churches and chapels in 
the city of Exeter, against certain persons who 
had unjustly invaded the property and privi- 
leges of St. Nicholas’ Priory. 

13. Robert Bregge % who died early in 1396 

14. Thomas Hankherste succeeded on the 

23d of May, that year, and resigned in the 
spring of * 1400 

15. William Mershe succeeded June 3, and 

was elected Abbot of Battle on the 23d of July 1404 

N. B. On the 8th of November, 1400, a little 
box, containing the convent seal, was impru- 
dently left in the chapter-house, and was stolen 
in the course of that day. The seal is thus 
described in fol. 51. of Bishop Stafford’s Re- 
gister : — “ Sigillum rotundum fuerat, habens in 
medio insculptnm ad instar & similitudinem 
Castri quadrati babentis in sui medio unam 
turrim excelsam, <& iu angulis sui s alias turres 
bassiores & propugnacula, & super castrum 
hujusmodiin unA parte Vetus Scutum Armorum 
Regis Anglie cum tribus Leopardis, & in aliA 
parte gladium erectum, & in ejusdem gladii 
cuspide sive punctu Coronam Regiam, ac subter 
Castrum Draconem gradientem insculpta. In 
circumferenciA vero sive circulo ejusdem sigilli 
scrip turn erat sic. 

Sigillum. Ecde. Sci Nicholai. Exonie.” 

Bishop Stafford requires, that the sacrilegious 
robbers should restore it within fifteen days, 
under pain of excommunication ; in the mean 
while, all deeds and leases, sealed after the 8th 
of November, were to be considered null and 
void. As soon as the convent seal is returned, 
the Prior is charged to breafc it up and destroy 
it, as another seal was to be made u de diversA 
sculptqrA, & de aliA formA.* 



* This Seal was recovered, and was used until the dissolution of the 
Priory. Amongst the records of the corporation of Exeter, * 1 find it at- 
tached to a bond of William Collumpton, the last Prior, bearing date 
10th August, 1528. 
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16. William Bechet succeeded Wm, Mershe. 

He died Prior early iii 1414 

17. John Underdowne , admitted Prior, June 

7th. He died early in . 1419 

18. John Dalyngton , instituted March 9th, 

that year. He- died late in 1436 

19. Stephen Feversham , admitted his suc- 
cessor, on the 18th of the following January? 

and died early in 1460 

20. John Newton succeeded, and after go- 
verning the Priory three years, was raised to 
the dignity of Abbot of Battle. 

21. Richard Wylsham succeeded on the 

28th of June, • 1463 



22. John Hertford, who died Prior ih the 
autumn of ♦ 1493 

28. William Wesftfeld instituted on the 28th 
of October, that year. He resigned early in 
1499, to become Abbot of Battle. 

24. John Ijewys admitted his successor on 1499 
the 10th of April. He died late in 1522 

*25. William Co llump ton , the last Prior ; suc- 
ceeded on the 10th of the following January. 

This Prior consented to the surrender of his 
convent, in the autumn of 1586, when the 
three hundred and seventy minor monasteries, 
whose yearly income was under three hundred 
marks, or £200, were dissolved by act of Par- 
liament. It is not a little singular, that he 
presented to Brampford Speke vicarage, as late 
as the 14th of July, A. D, 1540. Vide fol. 101, 
vol. 1. of Bishop Veysey’s Register.* 

* Dr. Tanner, in his Notitia Monastica, a work of 
considerable merit and general accuracy, informs us, 
that this Priory was founded for six Monks. Pro- 
bably it was originally founded for so limited a 
number; bpt I think it fair to conclude, from the 
numerous Subdeacons, Deacons, and Priests, that 
were ordained ad titulum Sancti Nicholai, that the 
community was afterwards considerably augmented. 



* This Prior was still alive in 1&53, in the receipt of the annuity of £2Q 
which had been granted hint, when he surrendered his convent. — See B. 
Willis*, p. 61, vol. 2. of Abbies. 
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The annual revenues of the Priory, according to 
Dogdale, were £147 12 0 ; according to Speed, 
£154 12 0 

It presented, as appears from the Registers of the 
See of Exeter and Browne Willis’ Parochiale An- 
glican um, to the following places, in the county of 
Devon— 

To the rectory of Poughill. 

The vicarage of Brampford Speke* 

The vicarage of Collumpton. 

The vicarage of Cadbury. 

The vicarage of Alphington. 

The vicarage of Pinhoe. 

The vicarage of Tawtcm Episcopi. 

The curacy of Netherexe. 

Also to Rakenford, for some time, as t appears 
from an extract of the Leger Book, inserted in 
Bishop BronesoOmbe’s Register. 

Also to the parish church of St. Olave, in*. this 
city. In the Taxhtio Bonorum Ecclesiasticornm, 
begun by order of King Edward I. A. D, 1288, and 
finished in 1291, 1 meet with the following articles: — 

£. s. d 

Prior Sti Niohi Exon percipit in Ecclesid 



Sti Olavi 10 0 

In EcolesiA de Clifton 0 5 0 

In EcolesiA de Taw ton (North) 16 8 

In Civitat a Subftrb Exon de redd 6 8 0 

Apud Shireford que taxatur ad 2 13 4 

Apud Medehay que tax ad ... Q 18 4 

Apud Combe 14 0 

Apud Wener 0 16 8 

Apud Bradeham 2 0 *0 

Apud* Cobelegh and Lechethale de redd ... 1 6 8 

Apud Baunton de redd ..... 020 

Apud Pothull 0 16 0 



Of this most ancient royal foundation, and by far 
the most extensive and respectable of the monastic 
establishments in this city, very considerable re- 

- - 1 - ----- - ■■---• ■ - - - ; ■ ' ■ • ' — - 

• I observe, in arrant of King Henry VIII. dated August 26, Anno 
Regni 32, that these lands are called Monkencobleigh, and bad remained 
in the possession of the priory until its final suppression. 
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mains and vestiges are still in existence ; but they 
are not sufficient to enable me to ascertain the ori- 
ginal ground plan. The greater part of the enclosure 
is still called the Mini, probably a^ corruption of the 
mynstre or the monastery : certainly we have no ac- 
counts of any coinage in any part of these premises. 
At the period of the Dissolution, King Henry' VIII. 
made a grant of the priory to Sir Thomas Denys, 
(as Dr. Tanner accurately observes) and he seems to 
have sold it soon after to the Corporation of Exeter.* 
Such was the barbarous taste of the new proprietors, 
that they demolished the venerable structure* of St. 
Nicholas’ Church, the ornament of their city, and 
the admiration of strangers, for the miserable pur- 
pose of getting materials to patch up the town walls, • 
and to stop up the gaps in Exeter bridge. 

O miseri, quae tanta insania, cives ! 

How long the Corporation retained possession of 
the premises, 1 cannot precisely say; but I know 
they had disposed of them in lots before the accession 
of King William 111. A nqat Catholic chapel, dedi- 
cated to St. Nicholas, (now served by the author 
of thfe work,) stands on part of the scite of the 
ancient conventual ehurch ; it was opened for pub- 
lic worship in January, 1792 ; and in digging for the 
foundation, several graves, parts of monuments, mu- 
tilated inscriptions, and quantities of carved mould- 
ings were discovered. 

This article might probably receive considerable im- 
provement, if free access could be had to the archives 
of the Corporation. In a M.S. catalogue of tho 
deeds, books, and papers, that are contained in tho 
two presses iirthe council chamber, mention is made 
of the following documents : 

1. Accts. of the manor of St. Nicholas. 

2. An old rental of St. Nicholas’ manor. 

8. Court Rolls of the manor of St. Nioholas. 

4. Fragment of a Court Leet Book of the manor 
of St. Nicholas. 



* Izacke maintains, that the Corporation purchased the priory from the 
Crown in 1549, and that the bridge, over the Exe was repaired with the 
stones of the demolished church, in 1539 ! ! ! 

King Henry 8, on the 20th of March, Anno Regni 34°. leased the rec- 
tory or Cadbury and Netherexe, to Will. Sherlande, Gent, during a term 
of 21 years, for the sum of 53s. and 4d per annum. 

C. 
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